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Weekly dairy cow slaughter The U.S. average 
price for dairy cows 
in April was $81.70 
per hundredweight 
(cwt), down $1.20 
per cwt from the 

prior month.

Dairy slaughter for the week 
ending May 4 was 55,800 head, 
which is equal to the number 
slaughtered from the same week last 
year. It was the third time this year 
slaughter has been below 60,000 
head. 

� rough the fi rst 18 weeks of the 
year, slaughter is outpacing 2012 by 
53,200 head (4.88 percent). Slaughter 
has declined for the third straight 
week. If this year follows the normal 
pattern, we should see slaughter rates 
continue to decline through the fi rst 
week of July.  

� e U.S. average price for 
dairy cows in April was $81.70 per 
hundredweight (cwt), down $1.20 
per cwt from the prior month. � is 
is the fi rst decline since the average 
cull price bottomed last November at 
$76.8 per cwt. In the prior two years, 
once prices peaked, they trended 
lower until at least October. 

Live cattle futures have been 
fi rmly entrenched in a downtrend 
since the December 2012 highs. On 
May 20, the August futures contract 
traded as low as $117.90 per cwt, 
down $15.1 per cwt since December 
17. An increase in non-commercial 
traders’ long positions and record-
high cash prices are seen as short-
term positives for live cattle futures. 
On May 14, non-commercial traders 
were long 40,648 contracts (futures 
plus options), up 12,706 contracts 
since April 8. 

As of this writing, choice boxed 
beef cutout values hit a record of 
$210.04. Of course, the current 
discount to cash can be narrowed by 
the cash price dropping to meet the 
futures price.

Unfortunately, due to 
sequestration, the USDA will no 
longer include any information on 
cow numbers in their monthly milk 
production report. � is data will 
be unavailable at least through the 
end of the fi scal year, occurring on 
September 30.  PD

Designed especially for robotic milking systems, one-way 

design eliminates backtracking, durable construction, built 

to any length you need for your facility.  

Swings open and lifts up and out of the way! Gas 

cylinders assist in easy and fast lifting. Ideal for tight 

 

Allows cows to enter robot from 2 separate pens 

Ideal for free stall barn applications, counter

weight design keeps gate in open position for

 moving cows or driving equipment underneath. 

 Specialized  
Flow Control 

Available with optional manpasses. Large selection 

of durable hot-dipped galvanized hardware. 

for the modern 
dairy operation    

     Denver, PA 17517

 info@sturdybuiltmfg.net 

Call  for FREE EQUIPMENT GUIDES 
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